Character Study

For this study, you will focus on character and theme using:

· a visual

· character trait words

· responses to 2 essential questions

Essential questions provoke deep thought, lively discussion, and new understanding.  They require people to consider alternatives, weigh evidence, support their ideas, and justify their answers.  They stimulate their rethinking of assumptions, and spark meaningful connections with prior learning, and personal experiences.  Especially when thinking beyond the book, we encourage lots of debate, discussion, and the questioning of ideas.  You can draw on other books, movies, personal experiences or world happenings.

Grades 1 and 2 should select a picture book or chapter book. Parents can help scribe responses to the essential questions.
Grades 1-2
Thinking beyond your book…

· Thoughtfully discuss with others (e.g. family/friends) and then respond to this essential question:

· What makes a ‘good’ story good?

Thinking about your book…
· Draw a picture of an important character in your story 

· Include the title of the book and the name of your character on your picture
· Include some character traits of your character on your picture (see attached)

· Thoughtfully respond to the following essential question:
· How does your character contribute to making your story good?

