Character and Theme Study

For this study, you will focus on character and theme using:

· a visual
· theme words

· quotes

· responses to 3 essential questions

Essential questions provoke deep thought, lively discussion, and new understanding.  They require people to consider alternatives, weigh evidence, support their ideas, and justify their answers.  They stimulate their rethinking of assumptions, and spark meaningful connections with prior learning, and personal experiences.  Especially when thinking beyond the book, we encourage lots of debate, discussion, and the questioning of ideas.  You can draw on other books, movies, personal experiences or world happenings.

Grades 6 and up should select a novel. Your answers to the questions below should be at least 2 paragraphs long for each question.  Each paragraph should be 5-7 sentences.
Grades 6-8
Thinking beyond your book…

· Thoughtfully discuss with others (family/friends) and then respond to this essential question:

· Is humankind inherently good or evil? Explain your answer.
Thinking about your book…
· Draw an important character from your book 

· Choose 3 to 5 words that describe the theme of your novel and add them to your picture (see Theme handout)

· Add quotes from your book that support the chosen theme words above or that relate to the questions below
· Thoughtfully respond to TWO of the following essential questions:
· When does a positive personality trait become a tragic flaw in your book?
· How is conflict an inevitable part of relationships in your book?
· How is a character from your book transformed through their relationships with others in your book?

· In a culture where we are bombarded with other people trying to define us, how does a character in your book make decisions for themselves?

· Include the title of the book and the name of your character on your project
